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Description of Experience, Qualifications, and Capacity 
 
Founded in 1934, the Allentown Art Museum (AAM) welcomes 60,000 – 70,000 visitors annually and 
maintains a collection of 20,000 works of art in a 54,000+ sq. ft. facility. The AAM’s mission is to serve 
“as a cultural hub for cultural and social engagement and exchange. Through our collections, 
exhibitions, and educational programs, we foster meaningful dialogue and empower communities to 
learn, grow, and connect through accessible art experiences.” Our vision champions “the transformative 
and therapeutic power of art to enrich lives, strengthen communities, and promote personal and 
collective well-being.” In keeping with these ideologies, the Museum offers free general admission 
while also providing nearly all of its public educational programming free of charge. In fiscal year 2026 
(ending June 30, 2026), the AAM anticipates an 11% increase in attendance, equaling more than 65,000 
people. This represents our largest number of visitors since before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
We attribute this success, in part, to our efforts to re-establish key administrative, curatorial, fundraising, 
and programmatic partnerships throughout Lehigh County. Museum staff has managed to forge and 
reforge collaborations with Allentown School District; City of Allentown and its Parks and Recreation 
Department; DeSales University; Discover Lehigh Valley; Heather Glen Senior Living; Lehigh Valley 
Health Network; Ripple Community; Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Allentown; the Spanish 
Immersion Learning Center; WLVT-TV PBS39; and many more.  
 
KEY CURATORIAL PERSONNEL 
 
Dr. Max Weintraub is the President & CEO of the AAM, leading the Museum with a focus on 
education, public engagement, and curatorial excellence. He previously held leadership roles at the 
Aspen Art Museum and Herron School of Art + Design and served as faculty at Hunter College. A 
specialist in modern and contemporary art, Weintraub has developed acclaimed exhibitions, expanded 
educational programs, and secured significant institutional partnerships. He holds a Ph.D. in Art History 
from Bryn Mawr College and has contributed to major academic publications.  
 
Elaine Mehalakes is Vice President of Curatorial Affairs at the AAM. Her AAM projects include a 
acquisitioning two early 20th-century Tiffany Studios windows; restitution of a 16th-century German 
painting to a family who lost the work during the Nazi era; reimagining of the Museum’s American 
galleries; and an exhibition centered on a conserved painting reattributed to Rembrandt van Rijn (1606 – 
1669). Her publications—including Color & Complexity: 30 Years at Durham Press and American 
Identities: Twentieth-Century Prints from the Nancy Gray Sherrill, Class of 1954, Collection—have 
explored such topics as contemporary drawings, experimental prints, and the restitution of cultural 
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artifacts. Mehalakes previously worked at the Davis Museum at Wellesley College and the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York, and completed her graduate work at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
 
Claire McRee is the Associate Curator at the AAM, where she has worked with the costume and textile 
collection since December 2015. She has increased access to this previously underutilized collection 
area by developing a varied exhibition program, introducing ongoing gallery rotations, and launching a 
#TextileTuesday social media initiative. Her curatorial work includes textile exhibitions such as Cutting 
Edge: Inventive Nineteenth-century Quilts from the Collection of Arlan and Pat Christ (2025); Fashion 
as Experiment: The ’60s (2023); New Century, New Woman (2021); Deco After Dark (2019); and Who 
Wore Sports (2018). She has coordinated on-site traveling exhibitions such as Designing Hollywood 
(2019) and developed in-gallery interactives focused on community engagement. McRee holds an M.A. 
from the Bard Graduate Center in decorative arts, design history, and material culture, with a focus on 
fashion history and American material culture. She received the Horowitz Foundation for the Arts Award 
for her M.A. thesis and has guest-lectured on fashion history topics at local universities. 
 
Steve Gamler has been the Lead Preparator at the AAM since 2014 and previously served as Preparator 
at the Museum from 2004-2012. He has a B.F.A. from Kutztown University, with concentrations in 
photography and printmaking. Gamler works with AAM curators to help design exhibitions; handles all 
framing and mount-making; photographs collection objects; constructs exhibition furniture; and lights 
galleries using museum standards. Recent notable projects include the collaborating with outside 
vendors to design dynamic lighting for the AAM’s Tiffany Studios windows, redesign and installation of 
the American Art galleries, redesign of existing storage spaces to include compact storage for textile 
collections, and design and installation of a dust extraction system within the Museum workshop. 
 
Maria McWilliams has worked as a museum registrar and collections manager for over 25 years. She is 
currently the Registrar at the AAM, and has previously worked at the Smithsonian Institution National 
Museum of the American Indian, the Anchorage Museum, the Newark Museum of Art, and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art. McWilliams has experience in accessioning, inventory, cataloging, 
international and domestic loans and shipping, as well as installing large permanent galleries, traveling 
multi-venue exhibitions, and couriering artwork. 


