Application for Preserved Farm Subdivision

Lehigh County Agricultural Land Preservation Program

Office Use Only

Date Subdivision Application was Received ______________________________Staff _____________________

Date of Original Easement Purchase________________________ Easement ID#_________________________

Original Easement Acreage_________________
 Do Subdivision Guidelines Apply?   Yes_______ (easements purchased after 5/23/96 No_______(easements purchased prior to5/23/96)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Landowner(s)____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________
                             _________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s)_________________________________________________________________________
E-mail  _________________________________________________________________________________

Description of Proposed Subdivision:

Please include an aerial photograph, sketch map, and soil map showing the proposed division of the farm.  The Farmland Preservation Office can provide aerial photographs and soil maps at the applicant’s request.

Each tract must be a minimum of 10 acres of harvested cropland, pasture or grazing land, not including the 2 acres for additional residence. 
Each tract must retain the economic viability of the land for agricultural production. 

. 
How will the Original 10% building coverage limit be divided AND assigned between ALL the subdivided tracts? Fill out below:
	Proposed New Tract Acreages

(should add up to easement acreage)
	Current Tax Parcel

Number(s)
	Assignment of New Residence Right

(Which tract-give pin #)
	Resulting Allotment of Permanent Structures 

10% Coverage Limit Rule

(How much on which tracts)  

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


What is the purpose of the proposed subdivision of this preserved farm?

How will the proposed subdivision impact the ability of future farm operations to use existing farm buildings and existing farm infrastructure on each tract (i.e. fencing, farm lanes, etc.)?

How will the proposed subdivision impact existing soil and water conservation practices and structures on each tract (i.e. grassed waterways, diversions, terraces, etc.)?

How will the proposed subdivision impact existing water rights and water access points for future farm operations on each tract (i.e. ponds, springs, streams, etc.)?

What impact will the size and shape of the proposed subdivided tracts have on future farm operations on each tract?

Have you contacted the Lehigh County Assessment Office and had them review this subdivision proposal and how it will impact your Act 319/515 tax agreement? 
Yes_____________       No ______________

Have you contacted your township and discussed the subdivision procedure required by them?
Yes ___________   No __________
NOTE: The Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Program Law, 7 Pa Code §138e.226, requires that your request for approval to subdivide be reviewed by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and the County Farmland Preservation Office.  LVPC’s review at this stage is NOT a formal review under the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.  If your application is approved by the Lehigh County Agricultural Preservation Board and the State Agricultural Preservation Board, you must still comply with all other municipal subdivision process requirements, including a formal review by the LVPC. 

REMINDER: 

1. All new deeds prepared for the subdivided portions of the farm MUST contain a copy of the deed of agricultural conservation easement.

2. Each of the deed(s) prepared for the subdivided tracts must contain a statement as to whether or not the subdivided tract retains the right for the construction of the ONE additional residential structure. 

3. All resulting deeds shall be reviewed by the Farmland Preservation Office before recording. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact our office for assistance. 

Add more lines if needed, Use Middle Initials                                   

Owner Signature(s)      __________________________________________________ Date___________
                                        __________________________________________________ Date___________



    __________________________________________________ Date___________
                                        __   ______________________________________________ Date___________

Return to:      Lehigh County Farmland Preservation

4234 Dorney Park Road   Suite 2

Allentown, PA 18104

Diane Matthews-Gehringer, Director      610-336-5680
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